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43 
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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 2485 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CO 

SUBJ: DATES FOR PRESIDENT LOPEZ VISIT 

REF: STATE 58875 

1. ALTHOUGH 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER INDICATED TO ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ROGERS HE THOUGH SEPTEMBER 9-1 1 WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE, THE MINISTER TOLD ME LAST NIGHT THAT HE 

CONSULTED WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THAT THE PRESIDENT 
EARNESTLY ASKS THAT THE VISIT BE SCHEDLED FOR THE LAST 
FEW DAYS OF SEPTEMBER OR FIRST FEW DAYS OF OCTOBER. THE 
REASON IS THAT THE PRESIDENT FEELS SEPTEMBER 9-1 1 IS TOO 
EARLY FOR HIM TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY FOLLOWING THE INITIATION 
OF THE ANNUAL CONGRESSIONAL SESSION WHICH BEGINS IN MID- 
AUGUST. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE. 

VAKY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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